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EE Diſcomſe bers pubbiſked, (which 
1 2 — at Can of 
eee diſſenting miniſters, 1wo 
SR} ich are . in rhe county 7 
= of Oxon,) relating to epiſcopacyy 
ery, about 22705 there NE 
4 conſiderable „I think it n im- 
proper to introduce it by a few remarks, & 


IT has long with me bets „ fand of himieny 
tation, that when the chriſtian faith and do- 
ctrine, and winning A ne 222 | 
rally agree) are things of 0 ater. come 
quence than matters relating to cimedh-order 26d 
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government, tbe latter ſbould have 2 much di- 
verted many from that cloſe application to the for- 
— would Ione likely t to fone turned to 
account; 4 in Jome_circl/ 
tus bing upon theſe. ies it is, mg it 
' armor well be avoided. ..Jn the ery toſs. Idi 
but emp with: tht eee, 2 88 . 

rent . . Deli 
% pr ED 
1 1 OR: e ei . T4 * 2 5 & 
IE that Fo Stilli ingfleet declared 75 in bis 
renicum, vix. that no one particular form of 
church-government, is of divine appointment. 
can freely leave it to -pthers, to att in theſe 
wes. as they are e in their own 
minds ; — Mutz in the mean time, of 
thoſe, ( od 73/5 Nr f Jenomination br another ) 
bat 2 truth 4nd purity, liberty and 
charity : A I cannot but account it a very me- 
lancho J. conſideration, that ſo many among us ſhould 
take pains to ſet theſe at variance, and be for 

*(hewivg their æcalyor any, one 0 5 by oppoſt 
. ＋ ache a . * 4 foe F 


a K 5 TT 
* da has oft ur 3zed, 2 Ry” 21 
ws ( . 7 ſenſe 4 2 leartiing J 
that prevend. 40 (regard to the” chriſtian 
religion, and the paar of the writings of the 
New Teſtament (which, are the main. ſupport, 0 
it) of opinion, that here. is e proc for. pl 
2 in the eccleſiaſtica ſenſe of that word, 
4. for tbe genyineneſs.or divinity. of thoſe 2 
. Fred\,compoſures.. This, upon the ae ſt conſiderati- 
on, Es to me a notion of tru lj dangerous con- 
ſequence, and that gives ,6 great advantage, to 
ow thr. are. bent * ng all the prejeviee. they 
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can, to the cauſe of chriſtianity, and the Hey 
Scriptures. But 4 beſt of it is, it is a notion 
Jr is a7 ek ond Halbe , i f 


ſerous. * 
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F oO R beſides that our religion is not any thing 
near ſo much concerned in the method in which. 
the church is modelled, as in the faith and man- 
ners of tbe diſciples of a crucified JEs8Us', . 
(which rhe New Teſtament wat chiefly deR 
to regulate) it may be ſafely ſaid as to our ſa- pM 
ergd | writings, that (beſides collateral confirmation) 

bey are attended | with an intrinſick evidence; in 

their inimitable majeſty and authority, and their 
peculiar "apineſs to ſpread truth and? purity, Is 
berty and charity amongſt mankind ; and a- ʒ 
peradded evidence alſo, in the exat} fulfilling the 14 
predictiont they contain, and in tbeir being 2 4 
dtuallj werified (from age to age) I bis 4 8 
who was tbe main Author of 2 and that both © 
in bis ways of ' providence and grace; and in 
their admirable 2 and conſequences, as to be 
inlightning and ſanctifying a degenerate world ; 30 
thing like to which could be ever pleaded , with 
reſpect to eccleſiaſtical epiſcopa p... 


* 


OUR Chriſtian- Faith ſands upon tbe Scri- $54 
ptures as its bottom: And had but dioceſan 4-4 
epiſcopacy 4 liłe foundation, "tis freely wü 
*rwould be unreaſonable” for any that profeſs 4 

value for our ſacred writings, © not " readily to of 
fall in with it: But till that is "made evident, CY 


the obligation to it is not ſo clear,” from any other 

proof. ©" Methinks "tis bigb time we return WT 
back't9, our Bibles, and uſe and value them more, 3 
mud oy more fr pon hin 
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| biſh. but then they are of another ſort from 
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4 centuries i com 7 = 
is bat a vain thing to prete 
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6 - is any 
near ſo general, clear, or full, for dio- 


epilcopacy, as for the inſpiration of aur 
ſhred penmen, Often indeed. do they break 


B. ved, with che to. theſe of 
them on Lo greatef preſs - is 
77 4 And in my 0 * no greater ated 
777 to mo copacy, 4s ſupport. 
fetched for it — 2 . 7 5 of the 


Charck than by returning 4 2 4. | 
* ihr — 85 * ary «, 
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Be 


8 not only gener od in, but rec 
boned their 1 — , 275. to 12 upon: 
2 „ when, they. * of biſhops 

ers and rights, in a Way that manifefl di * 
fe the account given « of them in Ker 
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| | may wy: 
gf ir b 

ſon, ry is merely 2. 4 

not to W EY matter 78 

BUT why 0 in * 4 1 

falls ſhort, to have it inſinuated as 


_ all paſt matters is affetted', 157 - ger 
eing de incredulity to 7 
2 e to be introduced, 


cauſe is not Mid, is I think a little bar 4 


leaſt it would be thought ſo 
own caſe. As for Deiſts 


Infidels, I can- 
mat {ce u can 
2 yes a deen ws 
Pacy, till it is better og Fr in the mean 


time there is but too 
the matter of their pur Lie and beep 


oof, 


ing, that our 
holy 
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ons am as well Tarisfied tis: my. 09% i 
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with the aſſiſtance 155 carr tg who 21255 
i» the ſeweral Chappetries that belonged" to bis large 
Pariſh, was uſed 10 ſay, that this Mr, Herle was 
a primitive biſhop, and the aſpfrants in bis  ſeutr 
7 were bis clergy 5 and that th je 
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EVE Y 1 and why, me and charity; 
prevail and abound, among all parties 
in this land, and in all the Proteſtant 
hure bes, and it will be ſufficient o 
> us en . 4 
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e HEN the diſciples of C AAG 
and their companions, went 

& and down the world, preachi 
Ts the goſpel to Fews and Gentiles, it 
vas enquired of them wherever 
W they came, Who it was that ſent 
W them? A' queſtion of the very 

s ſame nature was allo. by the zea- 
| lous partiſans. of the church of 
Rome pur to our forefathers, when they contended for 
a reformation from. thoſe corruprions with which chri- 
ſtianiry had been overſpread. The common ery was 
this, Who was ir that ſent you to give ſuch diſturbance 
in the chriſtian church, which could do well enough 
without you? And ſince this land has been reform- 
ed from popery, the church that has been eſtabliſhed 
by law among us, affecting to engroſs facred "offi- 

ces an] miniſtrations to her ſelf, and thoſe of her 
own ſtamp, has from time to time enquired CI 
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(2) 
that have not been ſo free to acquieſce in her ſeule- 
ment as was wiſh'd for; Who ſent you forth to preach 
the goſpel, when there is ſo good provifion made by 
law, of perſons to officiate _in_ the ſacred miniſtry, 
and rake care of the ſeveral ſervices of it? And as it 
muſt be owned that the firſt preachers of the goſpel 
could not reaſonably have el pos any regard in 
their miniſtrarions, if they could not have anſwered 
that queſtion; nor the reformers from popery have 
bad any teaſon to have expected ſucceſs in their- de- 


ſſign, if they could not have given a good account of 


maoſt material charges chat are brougbt againſt us, by 


cheir miſſin: So neither ſhould we, that take upon us 
to be miniſters in ſuch a proteſtant country as ours, 
where ſo much is done towards making proviſion for the 
people in a miniſterial way, be backward to give an 
account of the grounds we go upon; that ſo ſtanders 
by, as well as they with whom we are concerned, may 
have reaſonable fatisfaCtion given them, that we do not 
| preach without being ſent. | | 

I nave been deſired ro offer ſomewhat at this 
time in a narrow compaſs, in juſtification of the mini- 
ſerial miſſion, among thoſe who diſſent from, the na- 


tional eſtabliſhment : And in order to it, ſhall fer my 
ſelf to give you an account, 1 Wo 


I. Oy the. abſurdiry of pretending to preach without 
being ſent : | | | 
II. Or the chief Sender from whom a miſſion in ſuch 

a Caſe ſhould come; m_ 17 | 
III. Or the proper nature of the miſſion that is re. 
quime: And | 9 7 
IV..O x the. evidence of a divine miſſion, that may 
upon 8 ſatisfy the conſciences both of 
miniſters people. 
An» when I have gone thro' theſe things, ſhall touch 


upon a variety. of particulars, and ſhew you that we 
that are Diſſenters, have chat to return in anſwer to the 


* 


thoſe 


(3) 


thoſe chat are oppoſers of our miniſtry, as may very well be 
allowed to be ſatisfactory, to fuch as will give themſelves 


leave to weighthings fairly and impartially. ways? 


I. Wir the abſurdity of — 
without being ſent. Undoubte may * = 
will, take upon them to be —— without any pro- 
per on. There is nothing impoſſible in the ſup- 

ſiti for it has been done often: And conſidering 
how men are diſpoſed, it map be done again, at any 
time. That which is meant is, Thar except in caſes 
of extreme neceſſity this is a thing that is weak and 
fooliſh, unreaſonable and abſurd, hazardous and dan- 
— — — thar very 
neceſſity will juſti miſſion of who take upon 
them to act as miniſters; as has been generally owned 
in the caſe of Frnunentius and Adeſius, chat is men, 
tioned by ſeveral of our eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians . 11 


TAE apoſtle king of the prieſt- 

hood, ſays, . Heb. Vo " 
himſelf, but he that it called of Gon, as 
was Aaron. No man could do it — — 
could do it, chat conſidered whar he did, and would 
hope to give a good account of himſelf : Or elſe, any | 
man might do it, chat ſwelled wich ſelf eſteem, and 
made nothing of order and regularity. © He in 
ſays the ſame in my tert, with reſpect to the goſpel 
miniſtry, that no man took this honour to himſelf, wich- 
our being called of Go v. How ſhall they preach, except 
they be ſent? that is, With what face can men offer. 0 
do ir, if there be no 2 neceiſity? Or how, if they 
ſhoula, could they expe ro do any real ſervice to 
Religion now, or to K. able to give an account of 
themſelves hereafter > Both the priefts and rhe prophets - 
were ſent of Gov, under Moſes's ſettlement, all along 
the Old Teſtament : And tor any one to venture on the 

one office or the other, without being called and ſent, - 


3 as duly confider rhings, muſt appear highly 
MEIN — * * — — — n 72 
2 Seen, Hiſt Ec. 1. J. 6. 19. *. 1. 2. 6. 3% 


725 


0 65 W. read of Fohn i 
s. as it were in the middle {pace berween 


the Old Teſtament and the New, that 
he was a man ſent from Gov. And the apoſtles who 


were trained up for the goſpel miniſtry by our Lord 
himſelf, yer did not preach till he faid to them, Behold, 
I. end you _ And Go d complains — as no may 
F, is prophet of old, That were ſome 
that he had not ſent, yet they ran ; he 
Jer, xxiii.2x had not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied 7 
. 32. As to whom he declares, That they 
not profit the people at all. In like man- 
ner in the chriſtian church, he that takes upon him the 
office of a preacher or teacher, without being called or 
ſent, has very little reaſon to expect a bleſſing. Moſt 
heartily therefore, do we chat are Diſſenters, agree with 
the Church England, in that part of her XXIIId 
Article, that is thus expreſſed; It is not lawful for any 
man to take upon him the office of publick preaching, or 
ani " the ſacraments, in the congregation, before 
be lawfully called to execute the ſame; And by ſo doing, 
5 thew that we are as much inclined out of principle, 
vard againſt irregular intruſions into the miniſtry, 
3s free to gn that an uſurpation of the paſtoral au- 
—— without - a Miffion is blameable, even as them - 
ſelves: And the truth of it is, we cannot ſee what ſa- 
tisfaction, either they that are preachers or they that 
ate preached to, can have without it. Both muſt ne- 
* at by cw IM lols, hae: bewildred | in con. 


Tas of ſuch only as had a divine miſſion, 

our Lord ſays, He that. beareth you, — | 

Loke x. 16, eth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, N 
me. And it was — only that the 

apoſtle had in his eye, when he gave that charge 

| e eee 

bub. xiti. 17. and ſubmit yourſelves 3 for they watch for 

your ſouls, as they that muſt give account. 

2 Cor. v. 20. And theſe: are the only peſons that can in 


1 Go Canis s ſtead, D be reconciled 
1 G op. 


Tn 


* 
© 4 ww we 


(39 


re ad err EY 
letves moſt certainly very good 
needful too, which yet it 
do, and which become im 
a man thruſts himſelf into | 
withour any lawful call ro be concerned 1 
is very requiſite, and altogether 
and good order of che 1 
ſons ſnould be puniſhed ; and 
knowledge of their crimes, ha 
them. In like manner it is requ 
fices ſnould be diſcharged in 
and yer he that takes upon him 
of Go p, without being called — 2 
authority, and is a meer intruder ; 
8 IE 
is being aurho thereto, ier | 
— or een neceſſicy. 


Every man indeed " has: a — = Gov i 2] 


chriſtian nt to promote the truth, and fer him- 


ſelf againſt errors that are oppoſite to the purity of 
the faitk; and ro be urgent with his neighbours to 
do the ſame. But every one is not called to 

the goſpel publickly to others, or m adminiſter the 
— or exerciſe diſcip line. This is a ſort Gt 
ſervice upon which no man ſhould chruſt himſelf, bur 
every one that is chat way inclined ſhoyld wait rill-he 
is called to it: And when he has a lawful call, be Sy 
warrantably expect a blefling, bur not before. — 2 


AND yet 1 muſt own, I dare an hy wich ſome] 
chat none can believe, but under rhe preaching of a 
regular miniſtry. It is true it is queried, ' in the very 
clauſe preceding that on which I am now Ac 
How ſhall they believe, without preacher + And it 


plain, there is but little reaſon for it otrdinatily to be 
expected, that prices ſhould believe unto ſalvation 


Vithout 
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wichour the he of a wie miniſtry: And yet upon 
— ſhould pet any way _—_ K * 

fa 1 any help from miniſters; we have no 
occaſion as I know of ro be apprehenſive, thar thar is 


any ſuch Nt ene a bar rr 


H To b the Sender, from whom the Mijn 
in ſuch a caſe as chis ſhould come. This all agree, 
is the Lord Iss Canrsr. To him it belongs to fix 
ordinances to be adminiſtred in his church, to ſend 
and authorize perſons to adminiſter choſe ordinances, 
to give rules to be followed in their miniſtrations, 

5 ſpecify the qua'ifications that are requiſite in the 
2 office, to furniſn with ſuitable gifts and abi - 
licies for it, and to crown fai hful labourers wich ſuc- 

ceis in it. He is Lord of the harveſt, 
Marth, ix. 38. and to him are we ordered to pray, 
that he will ſend forth labourers into 1 | 


Eph. i. 21. harveſt. He is given to be head over 


all things: to the church: Ard it be- 


comes us to take things as he has fixed and managed 


them, for the benefit of the church which is his bo- 
dy. "Twas he that gave apoſtles, pro- 
Eph. iv. 11, phets, evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers , 
30115 18. (but it is oblervable no biſhops are 
mentioned diſtinct from theſe) for the 
work of the miniſtry, c: And none come with au- 
thoriry, whom he does not ſend. He has rold us ex- 
preſsly that he is the door, and that he 
Fobm x: I, 9. that entreth not by the door into the ſheep- 
fold, but climbeth up ſome other way, t 
ſame is a thief and a robber. 4 is true we are elſe- 
where told, that the Holy Ghoſt makes 
As xx. 28. men biſhops or overſeers to feed the 
church of God: But he acts but as our 
SAviouR's in this affair, and ſupplies his 
place. All true miniſters in any part of the church, 
are properly Cu RAI 1's miniſters, and of his ſending, 
and act by his authority. The vincnard 
Matth, xx. 2. is bu; and to him it belongs to ſend 
labeurers into it; And none can have a 


right 


' 


= was e i not frond 


And it el a 
comfortable thought to ſuch as give way to con- 
ſideration, that miniſters are of CARIS 's ſendi 
becauſe of à double character (among others) which 
he has belonging to him. He is one that we ma = 
_— = 2 lane rep not ſacrifice 5 and 6 
one that lays very litt eſs — E 
end that 15 aimed at be but ſecur 


He is one I (ay, thar will eee . 
and not ſacrifice; and herein the ſcrip- Math. 1.14. | 
ture is exceeding plain. He is more ail. 7. 
for compaſſion than any outward ries, 
and has made no ſerrlement that I any rendency 
to inſnare mankind. Never can he (whatever it may 
have been as to ſome of his followers) be for exclud- 
ing men from his favour, or ſending them to hell, for 
want of 'a formality that has no ———_ to make 
them a jot the better. 


An p then, he is alſo one that lays very little 72 
upon circumſtances, ſo the end that is aimed at be bue 
ſecured. When his diſciples, while he was yet with 
them, ſaw. one caſting out devils. in his 
name, they were ' preſently for forbidding - Luke ix. 4% 
them, becauſe he followed not with them. 30. 
Bur be ſaid unto them, Forbid him not, 
for he that is not againſt us is for us. They were 
for diſcouraging the poor man, and running him down, 
— that What he did was plainly to our 
Saviour's honour, and cial ro mankind, and rend- 


ed to weaken Satan's kingdom. They diſowned him. 


becauſe he did not bear the ſame ſtamp, and was not 
caſt juſt in the ſame mold witk themſelves: But our 
Lord Jzsvs declared himſelf of another mind, and 
blamed them for their over officiouſneſs, and narrow- 
ſpiritneſs, and charged them not to offer to di 
one that was carrying on the very ſame deſign with 
themſelves, tho in a different way; and that would 
not fail of meeting them in the 1 ame end. He, 2 


be, that is not againſt us, is for ut; and therefor 
- bughr co be countenanced by us. We have no need 
( ſays he) to caſt off any of our friends, that are 
embarqued in the fame intereſt with us, when they 
are compararively ſo few in number; while ar the 
ſame time our enemies are ſo numerous and ſubtle, 
and ſo vehemently ſer againſt us. And at another 
time, when the Phariſees, who in external things were 
much more nice and ſtrict than our Lord himſelf, 
uarrelled with his diſciples, for going contrary to 
ir traditions in the way of obſerving the ſabbath, 
s he plainly ſaid unto them, The ſabbath 
Markiu.27. was made for man, and not man for 
te ſabbath: thereby intimating, that 
man's real good was more to be minded, than any 
poſitive inſtitution, tho it had a divine original. 


From hence I think we may very warrantably con- 
clude, That tho our Lord was for ſending miniſters 
into his church, yer he deſigned the miniſtry for the 
church, and not the church for the miniſtry; and 
that he had more regard to the end for which the 
miniſtry was deſigned, than to any formality in the 
miſſion of ſuch as were called to it. And upon his 
ſcheme, (as far as we can judge of it by the writings 
of the New Teſtament )) it would be better by far, to 
have perſons officiare as miniſters that are well qua- 
lified for it, tho' no miniſters at all were concerned 
in ſeparating them to that office, than to have no 
miniſters at all. And if ſo; tis certainly much bet- 
ter to have well qualified ſeparared - ro the 
miniſterial office, by inferior miniſters, that have no 
ſuperior character, than to have no - miniſters at all. 
The main end of the miniſtry is the ſaving the ſouls 
of men. Tis in order to this, that he has appoint- 
ed that ſome ſhall be paſtors and teachers to others. 
And he muſt be of a quite different mind from our 
Bleſſed ——_— -p does not think = | — — * 
to have uly qualified without formalines, than 
ro have poor finners ro be left to periſh withour in- 
ſtruction, becauſe ſuch formalities either cannot be had, 


- -—- - 


(9) 


And finceitis Can 1s T. that is the Sender of mi- 
niſters into his church, we may I think eaſily gather, 
that he will ſend none that are lifed, as too 
many biſhops have done in our eſtabliſhed church, as 
well as in other churches. He will ſend no blind 17 
that are incapable of leading men in the ways of truth 
and holineſs, tho others may do it, pretending to act 
by his commiſſion, When he ſends labourers, he 
ts them for the barveſt he has prepared: And if any 
that pretend to be miniſters are altogether unfir for 
ſervice, we may be aſſured they were not of his ſend- 
ing. He will ſend none bit ſuch as he inclines 10 
the work of the miniftry, and to chooſe it (with all 
its difficulties and diſcouragements) before any em- 
ployment whatſoever: He will ſend none, but he will 
give ſome evidence that tis he that ſends them, and 
enable them to give ſome evidence of it alſo to others. 
And then, he will ſend none but ſuch as he will favour 
in ſome meaſure with his preſence, and be ready to 
own and bleſs. For he has given his word, that he 
will be with his miniſters whom he ſends, | 
alway even to the end of the world. And Mat. xxvill. 
if he is but with them, and does but 20. 
own them with his gracious preſence, it 
comparatively matters but very little, who diſowns 
or ſlights them, or pours contempt upon them. 


'Tis true, they that are very well qualified for 
miniſterial Eder may ſometimes unhappily, meer with 
ſuch uſage, as may tend to abate and leſſen the fruit 
of their labours, as well as the comfort of their ſer- 
vice: But Canisr's approbation at the Jaſt, upon 
which they may depend, 1 it was he that ſent them, 
and they are but faithful in his ſervice, will not fail 
of making them an abundant. amends. And. now, 


\ 

III. Let us conſider the nature of the miſſion that 
is needful. This imports a warrant for undertaking 
the miniſtry, and diſcharging the ſeveral ſervices of it. 
To this a man ſhould be lawfully called. And that 
Article of the Church of England, that I cited under rhe 
firſt head ſays, that thoſe we ought to judge —— 

F.C called 


(i) 
called and ſerit, which be choſen and called to this 
work, by men who have publick authority given unto 
them, in the congregation, to. call and ſend miniſters 
into the Lord's vineyard. And in this alſo, we readily 
concurr with them. Bur then, that we may avoid con- 
fuſion, we are for diftinguiſhing not only between an 
immediate call or miſſion, and one that is but medi- 
ate; bur alſo, between mens having authority given 
them in the congregation, to ſend minifters into the 
Loxvp's vineyard, by the law of Curnisr, and 
according to ſeripture rule and precedents, and 
— law of the land, or acccording to ecclefiaſtical 
uſage. | 


1. We are here for diſtinguiſhing, berween an im- 
mediate, and a mediate call or miſſion. Our bleſſed 
Lord IEsus in his own, perſon ſent his apoſtles di- 
rely into the miniſtry, delivered their commiſſion to 
them with his own hands, and gave them orders a- 

bout their ſervice with his own mouth. 

Foh. xx. 21. As my Father, ſays he, hath ſent me, even 
1 fo ſend I you. This was plainly an im- 
mediate — and none had any thing to do in it, but 
the perſon ſending, and the perſons ſent. After he had 
left this earth, and committed the care of his concerns 
\ here, ro his apoſtles, under the Sy1r1T's 
Acts xiv. 23. conduct, they ordained elders in every 
church, where they publiſhed che chri- 

ſtian faith, and gained converts. And they gave it 
a in charge to thoſe whom they ordain- 
2 Tim. ii. 2. ed, to commit the things which they heard 
| from them among many witneſſes, to fuith- 
ful men, that were able to teach others alſo. And this 
was a mediate miſſion ; that is, our Lord Iss us, in 
theſes caſes, conveyed his commiſſion to his miniſters, 
through the hands of others: And he continues do- 


ing fo, to this very day. 


As to St. Paul, who was the great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, his caſe was peculiar. He had an immediate 
miſſion, and one that was mediate too. He had an 
immediate miſſion from Caurisr himſelf; and there- 
fore begins one of his celebrated Epiſtles in this man- 


ner: 


(1) 

ner: Paul an apoſtle, not of men, nei- 3 
ther by man, but by JeSsUs CARISTT. Galat. i. 1. 
Canis called him to miniſterial worx : 
and ſervice directly from heaven. For we are; told, 
he appeared to him in his way to the city of Da- 
maſcus, and ſaid to him, I have appear- 1 ot 
ed to thee for this purpoſe, to make thee a Acts xxvi. 
miniſter aud witneſs, both of theſe things. 15, Ge. 
which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things | 
in the which I will appear to thee, delivering thae from 
the people, and the Gentiles unto whom I now ſend 
thee ; to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark: 
neſs to light. And then he had a medi- | 
ate miſſion too. For whereas there were Acts xi. 

in the church that was at Antioch, cer- 1, 2, 3. 
tain prophets and teachers, we have an 0 
account that as they miniſtred to the Lo RD and faſt; 
ed, the Ho.y GHOST ſaid, ſeparate now unto me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have cal- 
led them. And when they had faſted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they ſent them away. We ſee 
the ordinary teachers of the church at Antioch, con? 
curred with the prophets in this ordination, and that 
by the direction of the Ho.y GHOST. And if they 
could ſend forth and ordain an apoſtle, I think, by 
the way, tis highly abſurd for any to pretend that 
they were incapable of ordaining ſuch ordinary - teach- 
ers as themſelves. I am very ſenſible that ſome are 
backward to allow this to be a proper inftance of ordi- 
nation, becauſe. St. Paul was ordained before by our 
Load himſelf, But others think * ir was Go p's defign 
hereby to give a pattern or model of ordination, to 
the churches of the Gentiles that would afterwards 
ariſe, And in ſuch a caſe as that, it was no more 
improper, for St. Paul ro ſubmir ro be ordained by 
14 and impoſition of hands, notwithſtanding his 
being ordained before, than it was for our Lord ]#- 
ss himſelf to be baptized, notwithſtanding that rhe 
great end of baptiſm could not be anſwered in his 
caſe, However it is I that both Sr. Chry- 
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and Occumeniw, do aſſert that St. Paul was ordained to 
the apoſtieſhip at Antioch, and Bellarmine f take it 
from them. Alapide and Claris are of the ſame 
mind. Dr. Hammond alſo falls in with them; and ſo 

doth Dr. Alleſtree J and many others, Z 


No man can queſtion, but that they that had an im- 
mediate miſſion from CHRIS Jes Us, were lawfully 
called and ſent into his vineyard, And there is in 
reality, as little reaſon to queſtion, thar they who can 
ro to no more than a mediate miſſion are yet as 
lawfully called, if they are inveſted by thoſe whom he 

has authorized ro be ordainers of miniſters. For he 


having in his word fignified his pleaſure that there 


ſhould be miniſters in his church, fixed the neceſſary 
ualifications, and pointed ro rhe way in which they 
11. be ſeparated for that work and fervice ; when 
they whom he hath appointed to be ordainers, do fer 


any perſons apart for that office, who have the need- 
fu 


qualifications, they may as much be ſaid to be ſent 

by Cxx1srT into the miniſtry, as if he had called 
them to it by a voice directly from heaven: And if 
any oppoſe or obſtruct them, in the execution of theic 
office according ro the rule of the goſpel, they inter- 
etatively oppoſe and fight againſt Cari: x himſelf, 


Bur then, 


2. Wx are alſo for diſtinguiſhing in this caſe, be- 
tween mens having authority given them in the con- 
gregation, to ſend miniſters into the Lox v's. vine- 

ard, by the Law of CAHRISH, and according to 
Sch Mi rules and precedents, and their having au- 
thority given them for the ſame purpoſe, by the law of 
the land, or according to eccleſiaſtical uſage. Hay- 
ing this authority from Currisr, by the ſignifica- 
tions of his will in the writings of the New Teſtament, 
is moſt certainly ſufficient to all chriſtian ends and 
purpoſes. Bur to have publick authority given in this 


caſe, by the laws of the ſeveral countries in which 


they 


\ 
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+ De Rom. Pont. L. 1. c. 23. + See his Con- 
cration Sermon, Jan. 6, 1660, on Ad, xlii. 2. 
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they that are called ro be minifters are to exerciſe their 
office, is alſo defirable, To ſay tis neceſſary, is to 
leave the church in an utter incapacity of having mi- 
niſters, without the countenance of the magiſtrate. 
Bur tho” to have the law of the land, approving or con- 
firming miniſters in their office or call, muſt be own- 
ed ro have its advantages, yet is it pot neceſlary, either 
to the truth and diviniry of their call, or the validity 
of their miniſtrarions. They that have a legal miſſion 
(or a legal confirmation rather, of their mſſion) may 
have emoluments and preferments ſecured to 
they may have more followers, be treated more ho- 
nourably, and more plentifully provided for: But they 
that have a ſcriptural miſſion, have all that is neceſſary 
to the approving themlelves to God, and warranting 
their rainiſterial actions. A 

Wann biſhop Burnet ſpeaks of the definirion gi- 
ven in the XXII Article forementioned, of thoſe 
that are lawfully called and ſent, he lays, That this it 
put in very general words, far from that magiſterial ſtiff- 
neſs in which ſome have taken upon them to diflate in 
this matter *, Which is an argument of the wildom 
of the compilers. But then when he comes to explain 
the matter, he by lawful authority, is for underſtand- 
ing that rule which the body of the paſtors or biſhops 
and clergy of a church, ſhall ſettle, being met in 4 lach, 
under the due reſpett to the powers that Go p ſhull ſet 
over them, This is ſtiff enough in all conſcience, and 
is far from leaving the ſame latitude as the Article it 
ſelf does. Thar ſays, Thoſe we ought” to judge lewfully 
called and ſent, which be choſen . called to this work, 
by men who have publick, authority given unto them, in 
the congregation, to cal and ſend miniſters into the 
Lo xp's vineyard. And this muſt moſt certainly hold 
true, of thoſe ro whom CunrisrT gives authorizy in the 
congregation by his word, as well as of thoſe, to whom 
men give authority in the ' congregation, either by their 
laws or canons, or both together. And moxe than 
this amounts to, we do not deſire. And now 
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IV. Lzr vs go on to conſider what evidence of 
a divine 1 may upon good grounds ſatisfy the 
conſciences both of miniſters, and of thoſe that attend 
upon their labours. The celebrated Monſieur Claude 
writing in defence of the reformers, againſt a noted 

iſh treatiſe, intituled, Fuſt prejudices. againſt the 
Calviniſts, gives ir as his judgment, f That 4 call to 
the miniſtry, i: but a relation that reſults from the 
agreement of three wills, viz. that of Gov, that of the 
., and that of the perſon called. For, he ſays, the 
"conſent of theſe three make all the eſſence of the cal; 
and the other things that may be added to it, as exa- 
mination , election, and ordination, are preambulatory 
conditions or ſigns, and external ceremonies, which more 
reſpett the manner of the call, than the call itſelf. 
Where there is good evidence that all theſe three con- 
curr, there can be no reaſon for any remaining dil- 
fatisfaCtion : And therefore I ſhall touch upon each 
diſtinctly. 


As to the will of thoſe that are called to miniſterial 
work and ſervice, that is plainly neceſſary, and it is 
ſufficiently declared, both in the eſtabliſhed church, 
and among us that diſſent from it. That no one can 
or ought to be forced, to enter into the miniſtry, with- 
our his full conſent, we readily. agree: And perha 
it would be no eaſy thing to vindicate the TO. 
ings of ſome of the fathers, who were for conſtraining 
"ſome perſons to ſubmit to be ordained, whether they 
| would or no. A man ſhould defire 
1 Tim. iii. 1. the office, before he is put into it. 
Y And I muſt own, I rake our method 
with reſpect to this, to be more clear, and ſatisfactory, 
and unexceptionable, than that which is uſed in the 
eſtabliſned church. Among them, it is demanded of 
the perſon to be ordained, Do you truſt that you are 
inwardly moved by the Hol GaosT, to take upon 
you this office and miniſtration, to ſerve Gop, for the 
promoting of his glory, and the edifymg of his people : 


1 — 
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+ Defence of the Reformation, Putt 4. pag. 59, 6e. 
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A queſtion, that I doubt ſome chat it is put to, find 
it no eaſy thing to anſwer with a, good conſcience. 
Whereas with us, tis only queried of the party to be 
ordained , Meiler hs intentions and ends in defirin 
to enter into this calling are ſincere, and ſuch as they 
ought to be > Which queſtion is not ſo caprious as the 
other, and may be anſwered with much leſs difficulty. 


As to the will of the church, and their deſire and 
conſent thar ſuch perſons ſhould be ordained , (on 
which the learned Blonde! * ſhews us, ſo great a ſtreſs 
was laid in the primitive times) there is this pro- 
viſion made under our eſtabliſhment, That it is fignt- 
fied publickly to all the people that are preſent upon 


fach occaſions, that if there be any that know any. 


impediment or notable crime in perſons preſented, for the 
which they ought not to be admitted, they ſhould come 
forth in the name of Gov, and ſhew what the crime 
or impediment . Whereas among us, the deſire of 
the people among whom the perſons that offer them- 
ſelves to be ordained, have with acceptation officiared 
for a longer or ſhorter time, as candidates, is often 
fignified and expreſſed : And this is as plain a proof 
of the conſent of the church in .the * as can be 
2 to be found in the other method; and per- 
ps upon ſome accounts it may be preferable. 


Ax p then, as to the will of God in the caſe, we 


agree on both ſides, that that is not now any more + 
immediately and expreſsly made known to the par- 


ties concerned, but other men are intruſted with fig- 
nifying it. And for our part, we muſt acknowledge, 
we cannot ſee why that will is not ſufficiently no- 


tifred in ſuch a caſe as this, when perſons have their 


commiſſion delivered to them, by any ſuch as were 
themſelves miniſters, and have kept their character un- 


ſtained. With us, theſe are the men, that have pub- 


lick authority given them in the congregation, by him 
that called them into the miniſtry, to call and ſend 
miniſters into the LORD vineyard. | 


As 
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As to 1 ; 2 5 _—_ Water b b them 
not for aining perſons ro the min uperior 
biſhops, to whom the law of the land 8 
them, if they would partake of the benefits and emo- 
luments of the eſtabliſhment. In the mean time, we 
(expecting no ſhare in theſe) are content to be or- 
dained by the presbytery ; which is therefore the more 
fatisfactory to us, becauſe we find it was the practiſe 
even of the apoſtolick church, according to idea 
of it with which rhe ſcripture furniſhes us; as ap- 
pears from St. Paul's laying concerning Timothy, That 

he received his miniſtry by the laying 
1 Tim.iv.14. on the hands of the presbytery. This 

we take for a ſufficient notification of the 
will of Gop in ſuch a caſe, and they that refuſe to 
own it ſuch, as far as we can judge, are very un- 
reaſonable. 


- 


'T1s true, the very ſame apoſtle, who in the text 
cited, ſpeaks of the laying om the hands of the preſ- 
bytery, ſays to Timothy in another place, 
2 Tim. i. 6, Stir up the gift of Gos which is in you, 
by the putting on of my hands. Many think 
it was the gift of the Ho.y GHOST which the apo- 
tle meant here; and therefore are willing to ſuppoſe, 
the ſame alſo might be meant in the other Text. Bur 
the different connexion of rhe rwo paſſages, ſeems to 
ive another view. For in the latter place, the apo- 
e is ſpeaking of Timothy's deſcent and good- educa- 
tion, with the advantages that attended it, of which 
the gift of the Ho LY Grosr after his baptiſm, muſt 
be owned one of the moſt remarkable. Whereas in 
the former place, he is ſpeaking of his miniſterial 
work and ſervice; and then mentioning 4 gift given 
him by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of. the 
presbytery, it is moſt natural ro underſtand it, of his 
ordination to the miniſterial office. 


Howzven the two texts may be fairly enough 
accommodated, by ſaying, Thar both St. Paul and the 
presbytery, (that is, all the elders and paſtors that 
were preſent) laid their hands on Timothy when he 

; Was 
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was ordained: St. Pau! as preſident in the action 
and the other paſtors as collegues. And from hence 
the learned Daille on the place, gathers two things: 


1. Tzar a presbyter and a biſhop were of the ſame 
office, order, and miniſtry, in the apoſtolick church's 
. 4s is alſo evident from many other. paſſages in the 
New Teſtament. For the laying on of hands, which it 
the chief advantage that thoſe of the Hierarchy "reſerve 
to a biſhop above a presbyter, is here \expreſsly aſcribed 
to presbyters ; St. Paul declaring; that the ſociety of preſ< 
byters or elders laid hands upon Timothy, and that tos 
gether with himſelf, he aſſociating them to himſelf in 
this action. And therefore he cries our, Who are you, 
O men, who of your own authority, have taken this rigbt 
from thoſe to whom St. Paul left the enjoyment of ut ? 
And who judge thoſe hands that had the honour: to be 
joyned with thoſe of the apoſtle upon the bead of Tis 
mothy, unworthy to come near you? Be you what" you 
will in other reſpedts, your authority is too ſhort, "to 
deprive them of a right which this great miniſter. of 
IEsus CRRISH aſcribed to them. Timothy wes 
more than any of you biſhops are, and yet the. company” 
of presbyters had a part in his ordination, and laid 
hands upon him. Say then what you will, there is no 
biſhop in the church, but what a company of prezbyters 
nay lawfully conſecrate by laying on of. their handsi 
And as for the contrivance, ſays he, f ſome of "your 
Vierarchichal men, who to avoid this blow, change" tht 
presbyters _ ſpoken ef here and elſewhere in the New 
Teſtament, into biſhops of their ewn - ſort, | that "is to 
ſay, prelates that have juriſdition over presbyters, tit 
a fiction of their own minds, which they. lend to the 
— writers, againſt all appearance f reaſen and 
truth. | | 


2. Hz gathers alſo, That there was 4 great ſimplicizy 
in the ordination of the firſt miniſters of the church 
which was managed only with the laying on of hands 
and prayer, in oppoſition to the great heap of cere- 
monies, that are partly vain, and partly ſuperſtitious, 
and unworthy of chriſtian gravity, all derived either 
from Paganiſm or Judalim, 3 uſed in the church 
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Rome, in conſecrating biſhops and miniſters, accord: 
ing to the direftion 3 And for this 
reaſon alſo, a lover of rrue primitive fimpliciry, may 
very well be amazed, that there ſhould any thar 
call themſelves Proteſtants, (and much more that it 
ſhould be ſo in that which is boaſted of as the beſt 
eonſtirured church in the world) that ſhould give the 
preference to ſuch ordinations as theirs, that are ſo 
Juitly exceptionable, before ſuch ordinarions as ours, 

which as there is nothing foreign that is added, 
fo there is nothing can be prerended to be wanting, 


ro be neceſ- 


* 


Ix a lare diſſertation upon the Validity of the Ordi- 
dations of the Engliſh , written in Freneh, by a di- 
vine of the church of Rome, and publiſhed the very 
laſt year, it is over and over aſſerted, That in order 
#0 judge of the validity of ordination, we muſt diſtin- 
gui een what is eſſential to ordination, and what 
not fo, Tho' this is a thing very plain in itſelf, 
has been off, aſſerted before, and not with- 
reaſon, yer I the%rather chooſe to cite this au- 
5 — find — of the — _— 
ve a inion of his performance, and con 
rable — 2 to the eſſects it may produce. 
Now according to this maxim, our miſſion and or- 
dination as far as I can judge is clear: For we want 
nothing that ſcriprure repreſents as eſſential, ei- 
ther to a valid miſſion, or a regular ordination. 


As 
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* Diſſertation ſur la Validite des Ordinations des 
Anglois ; en 2 Vol. Od. à Bruxelles 1723. 
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As to the qualifications of the perſons that are 
ordained, in which Sr. Paul is very par- — 95 
ticular, we are free that all the world 1 Tim. ĩil. 
ſhould there judge between the eſtabliſned 7, Cc. 
church and us. Without any undue aſ- | 
ſuming, we therein pretend to take as much care as 
they do, ſo that there is not any remarkable or 
ſcandalous deficiency among us: Ar leaſt there is 
not any ſuch cauſe of complaint, as is made by the 
late biſhop of Sarum, in his Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral 
Care, with reſpect to thoſe that are of the national 
church. Compariſons I am ſenſible are apt to grate; 
and yer ſometimes they may be 2 St. Paul 
thought ſo, when to check his i/þ antagoniſts, who 
reproached him with contemprible. weakneſs, he com- 
pares himſelf with them, and cries our, a 
Are they ſo and fo? ſ am I; and in 2 Cor. x. 
ſome things, he even gives himſelf the pre- 22, 23. 
ference, In like manner, we that are forced 
to diſſent from the national eftabliſhmenr, with re: 
ſpect to the 'charatters of thoſe chr ars crduindd 
for the miniſtry both among them and us, may 
ſay with ſafety: Are they regular and ſober in their 
lives and converſations, apt to reach, and likely to 
be examples to the flock? ſo are we. Have wn 
had a good education, and behaved themſelves w 
in the whole courſe of it? ſo have we. Have they 
gotten a competent knowledge of the tongues, of ra- 
tional learning, of the Holy Scriptures, and of doctri- 
nal and practical Diviniry * ſo have we. Are they 
pretty generally in the intereſt of the Civil Govern - 
ment under which we live, and likely ro prove firm 
in their adherence to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, for 
the ſertlement of which, we have all ſo much reafon 
oY — . thankful? ſo are we; * 1 hore 
univerſally, without exception, 
we ſtand our ground, | mu | | 


To come then to the circumſtances of ordination ; 
we know of none on which the Scriprure lays a 
ſtreſs, bur impoſition of hands, and prayer, with faſting : 
And theſe are nor neglected by us, and we hope we 
are as careful in them, 350 rhem- 
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ſelves ſo much above us; excepting ſome few among 


us, that queſtion the warrantableneſs of retaining the 


rite of laying on of hands, ſince thoſe extraordinary 


gifrs which at the fiſt riſe of Chriſtianity, were 
commonly . beſtowed upon the uſe of that outward 


ſign, have been withdrawn: And theſe for my part, 


1 dare not condemn, or diſown for brethren, tho I 
look upon them as herein under a miſtake, which 
I ſhould be glad they could rectify. 


a Tuzxz is yer another circumſtance which ſome 
lay ſtreſs upon, and that is, That we meet with no Or- 


dination in Scripture, in which there was not a con- 


cern of ſome one ſuperior to paſtors and teachers. And 


in reality, that the apoſtles and evangeliſts, and pro- 
phets too, ſhould be concerned in an affair of this 


nature, when it was managed where and while they 


» 


[ 


were preſent, was moſt certainly natural and proper: 
Bur that it follows. from thence, that either apoſtles, 
ophers or. evangeliſts, muſt be continued in the 


pr : 
Church to perpetuity; or that paſtors and teachers 
Fight got ordain others alone, when ſuch extraordinary 


- 
* 


temporary officers were either abſent, or wholly with- 
drawn and no longer remaining in the Church, has 
never (as I know of.) been proved as yet. 


AND now, nothing remains to be ſpoken to, but 


the character of the ordainers; my inlarging upon 
which ſeems needful, becauſe of the controverſy that 
hangs upon it, in which our brethren have not dealt 
ſo friendlily with us, as (all things being conſidered) 
might I think have been expected. 


\ Txzy tell us, The ordainers ſhould be biſhops: 


Jn which we readily concurr with them, if they there- 
by mean ſcriptural, biſhops, that is paſßors of chriſtian 


congregations, or worſhipping aſſemblies ; But if they 
thereby mean, ſuch biſhops as have many churches 


or congregations under their government, we muſt 


confels we know of no neceſſity of it, either from 


Scripture or the moſt primitive antiquity: Nor can 


* 
- 
o 


— 


e find biſhops of that ſort, for ſome ages, in any 


E. 
ww 


of the Churches of Cunisr. When they tell ys 
3. over 


* 
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over and over, That e 1 was the primitive 
government of the Ch ar „and of apoſtolical infti- 
tution, we own it as to paſtoral, but not as to dio- 
ceſan epiſcopacy, which are widely different : And we 
are therefore the leſs inclined to the latter, becauſe 
ir bids fair for the juſtling out the former. We 
can't ſee how from the bare names of bi in 
ſcripture times, any thing can be concluded in favour 
of prelacy, till the power of choſe biſhops, the ex- 
tent of their dioceſes, and rhe quality of their under 
officers are adjuſted, 


Wr are indeed for a concern of the paſtors of 
chriſtian: congregations in the affair of ordination, both 
becauſe they are reaſonably to be „Fee compe- 
tent judges of the qualifications of the candidates; 
and alſo becauſe they are to act in concert with 
them afterwards in matters of common concernment; 
and alſo becauſe the Scriptures don't mention any as 
laying on of hands to ordain, who were not them- 
ſelves dignified. with the miniſterial office, when they 
inveſted others with it. Bur as to an higher chara- 
Cer, where's the need of it? 


AmonG the Fews every one that was himſelf or- 
dained, had the power of ordination ; and I cannot 
lee why it ſhould be otherwiſe amongſt us Chri- 
ſtians : Nor would it be an eaſy thing to give a 
good reaſon, why he that is authorized ro teach in 
the Church, may not commit that doctrine that has 
been intruſted with him, to others; or why he that 
is himſelf impowered to adminiſter the Sacraments, may 
not miniſterially inveſt others with the ſame power. 


As for the commiſſion to go and Mat. xxviii. 
teach all nations, &c. that makes no 19. 
difference at all, between ordination, 
and other parts of the miniſterial office. If we judge 
by that, presbyters have as real a power to or- 
dain, as to preach the goſpel, baptize, or adminifter 
the Loxv's ſupper, Nor are preaching, and admi- 
niſtring the Lord's-ſupper, offices that are really in- 
j2r:our to ordination, Had that been the chief yer 
I | 0 
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of the work of miniſters, it is but reaſonable to ſup⸗ 
poſe it would have had ſome particular notice taken 
of it in the commiſſion; whereas neither that, nor 
admiuiſtring the Lon »'s ſupper is ſo much as men- 
noned : And yet we may ſafely affirm, that neither the 
one nor the other of them are greater miniſterial acts, 
than the teaching and baptizing that are particularly 
— — 2 And therefore, I 2 we may gather, 
that t t are impowered for the one, are fo al- 
o for the other. | 


Wren therefore, they that are of the eſtabliſhed 
church, tell ug that we have uſurped the miniſtry ; our 
anſwer is, that we have only made uſe of a 
right which Gop gave to his church, of ordaining 
miniſters by miniſters ; and we plead the miniſterial 
commiſſion as our warrant, which is given to minifters 
as ſuch, and not to apoftles or evangeliſts, or any fn. 
perior order only: And here we think ourſelves ſafe 
notwuhſtanding their clamours. And when they go to 
us, by comparing us with Corab, Dathan and 

ram, whom the earth ſwallowed up alive for re- 
volring againſt Moſes and Aaron, as e have done, 
infinnaring that we can reaſonably expect no other 
than to be dealt with as they, we conceive they 
ſtrangely forget themſelves, carry the matter much roo 
far, and inftead of laying any foundation for our con- 
yicion, really make themſelves ridiculous. 


Waun they object, chat by this courſe we bid 
defiance to the epiſcopal order, which was for a long 
ume in ſole poſſeſſion of the power of ordination ; we 
anſwer, that we never yet could fee ir proved that 
this confinement of the power of ordination, to biſhops 
as a ſuperior order, is founded on any divine right. 


Wuzn they in proof of that, alledge the epiſtles 
o Timorby and Titus, as appropriating the office of or- 
dination to perſons ſuperior to ; we anſwer 
rhat the argument drawn from thoſe epiſtles depends 
wholly upon their dates, in which biſhop Pearſon wide- 
ly differs from all the learned men that went before 
him. And fince his ſentiment upon that head was 10 


fingular 
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Gngular, and wholly made up of conjectures Swe muſt 
be excuſed if we the leſs regard it, and take ir foe 
but a weak ſupport of a matter on which ſo great a 
ſtreſs is laid, * And befides, the rules themſelves thar 
are given in thoſe epiftles to Timothy. and Titus, abour 
ordinarion, are far from confining that ſervice to per- 
ſons of their 2 character of evangeliſts, chat 
were to ſupply place of the apoſtles in their ab- 
ſence, They were indeed to do this as to ordination, 
at Epheſus and in Crete, while they continued there; 
but it no way from thence appears, but that when ſu- 
periour officers were withdrawn, any miniſters had a 
right and warrant to ordain others to the ſacred mi- 
niſtry, when they found the needs of the church re- 
quired it. | 


Wu they talk to us of a clear ſucceſſion, and 
the neceffiry of ir, which is exceeding common with 
them, we freely tell them, that we have among us a 


ſucceſſion of doctrine as well as they, and I hope Wwe 


ſhall be careful to keep it from one age to anothet. 


ſters were at once _ and i 
themſelves in duty nd, to ordain others to the 
ſame office with themſelves, that ſo rhey whoſe com 
ſciences would not allow them wholly to acquieſce 
in the paſtoral care of thoſe that ſucceeded them, 
might not remain without miniſters. And a good 
number of the minifters then ejected, had epiſcopal 


ordination. 


PxxmArs it will be ſaid, that the biſhops by 
whom they were ordained, did not give them power 
to ordain, tho' they did give them power to preach 
2 adminiſter the ſacraments. But to that we an- 
wer, that ordainers do not properly give power to 
thoſe on whom they lay their hands, either for the 

e «747 one 
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* See Mr. Owen's Defence of gcripture- Ordination, 
againſt the Exceptions of J. G. 
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one or ſor the other, but the power is from Cars! 
And if Canisr when they were ordained, gave 
them a power to ordain, it matters not what was the 
deſign or intention of the ordainers, who had nothing to 
do to withhold it, nor could they hinder their having 
it, when they ſer them apart to the work and office 
of the miniſtry. - 1 


Au sp then as for thoſe among the ejected mini- 
ſters that had not epiſcopal ordination, but were or- 
dained after biſhops were put down, they had ſuch 
for their ordainers, as did themſelves receive orders 
from biſhops. And therefore our ſucceſſion is as clear 
as theirs, But how the epiſcopal character, as meant 
of dioceſan biſhops, can be ſo eſſential, as to invali- 
date or nullify, or lefſen the value of orders given 
without ir, we cannot imagine. 


Ir muſt I confeſs be owned that from the time of 
the council of Nice, ordination was reſerved to ſuperi- 
our biſhops : But from the * it was not ſo. 
Ferom ſays, that in his days, (that is threeſcore years 
after when ſuperior; epiſcopacy was got to its height) 
the biſhop did nothing which a presbyter did not, (or 
was reckoned not to have power to do,) excepting or- 
dination. But then he proves that biſnops and preſ- 
byters were formerly the ſame, (that is were ſo, not 

in name and title, but office too, without ſaying 
which he ſays nothing to the purpoſe :) And in proof 
of it he urges the very ſame arguments as we com- 
monly draw from Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. As xx. 28. 
and Tit. i. 7: And then he adds, that the chooſing of 
biſhops to ſer them above presbyrers, after the times 
of the apoſtles, was to \. hinder the Schiſms that mighr 
ariſe from the equality of presbyters, each drawing the 
church of Canisr after him *, So that the diſtin- 
ction between biſhops and presbyters, not being found - 
ed on the word of Go p, and the canon or regulation 
that reſerves the ordination of presbyters to ſuperiour 
biſhops only, being but humane, and not divine, is 


nor 
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immutable: And there may be good reaſons for ya: 
rying from it. And ſuch reaſons we diſſenters have in 


this caſe, as we think cannot eaſily be anſwered, and 
oughr not to be flighted. 


No r being able to ſatisfy our conſciences, after the 
- beſt inquiries we can make, to be wholly confined to 
the worſhip of the national church, (which has ſeveral 
things attending ir, the lawfulneſs whereof appears to 
vs to be queſtionable) we have a right ro form ſepa- 
rate aſſemblies for divine worſhip, For we muſt not 
live without divine worſhip, nor muſt -, 
we forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves to- Heb. x. 25. 
gether. That is, indeed, the manner of * 
ſome, and of but too many: But we are freely warn- 
ed againſt ir by the apoſtle, as a thing of moſt per- 
nicious conſequence, And yet much leſs are we to 
acquieſce in what our conſciences are not ſatisfied in 
upon enquiry, which would be the way to be ſelf. con- 
demned. We have therefore both a natural and cri 
tural right, to aſſemblies by ourſelves for the worfhip 
of the Great Gov. And at length, after other me- 
thods had been tried, and great ſeverity uſed for mau 
years to little purpoſe, we have alſo the allowance of 
the law cf the land, and our legiſlators have in this 
practiſe kindly taken us under their protection; which 
our fathers that went before us would have eſteemed 
a great mercy: And if we do not endeavour to exprels 
vur gratitude for it both to Gp and men, we ſhall 
bo inexcuſable. And if we have a right to aſſemblies 
by ourſelves for the worſhip of Almight7 God, 
we have a right alſo to miniſters to carry on thar 
worſhip among us, according to the goſpel rule. And 
ſince we cannot expect to have miniſters to preach to 
us, except they be ſent, we muſt take the method to 
which the word of Gop directs us, in order to the 
having ſome lawfully called and ſent, that is, choſen 
and called to this work, by men who have publick aut bo- 
rity given unto them, in the congregation, to call and 
fend miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard: ee. 


Ir is indeed grievous ro many of us, that a nutm- 
ber of our countrymen, who have a great fondnets for 
| | E ſuperior 
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ſuperior biſhops, ſhould be prejudiced againſt us in 
our miniſterial ſervice, for want of their laying on 
hands upon us in our ordination : And for that rea- 
fon, tho' we are far from thinking their concurrence 
neceſſary, we yet gladly ſhould have applied ourſelves 


to their Lordſhips, (who Bp. Burnet ſays, keep the Doors 


of the Sanctuary) and been thankful for their laying 
hands on us in ordination, had they but been free to 
have given us orders without any unſcriptural clogs 
and impoſitions, any oath or ſubſcription : But when 
that could not be hoped for, we think we may very 
warrantably defire to be excuſed; if we took that li- 
berry which our Sav1ovs left us. of receiving or- 
dination from ſuch paſtors of churches as were free 
to lay hands upon us, without requiring our compli- 
ance with ſuch rerms as were aerial. And we 
humbly conceive that the very Act of Parliament 
which allows us our worſhipping aſſemblies, leaves us 
alſo free liberty to provide ourlelves with miniſters to 
officiate in thoſe aſſemblies, according to the direction 
of the ſacred Scriptures: And therefore out of reſpect 
to the legiſlature, methinks our brethren whoſe ſenti- 
ments differ from ours, ſhould be the more ſparing in 
their reflections upon us upon thele Occaſions, 


Tux generality of the diſſenters are not however, 
ſuch enemies to epiſcopacy , as they that are under 
the eſtabliſhment commonly repreſent them. For be- 
ſides that our fathers at the time of the Reſtoration in 
1660, would have freely ſubmitted to Biſhop Uſher: 
Reduttion, and have acquieſced in ſuch an epiſcopacy 
as ſhould nor have overthrown the paſtoral power of 
| og lo neither would moſt of thoſe that are ri- 
en up in their room, ſcruple the ordinarily reftrain- 
ing ordination to preſidents amongſt presbyrers, or bi- 
ſhops, provided they pretended not to aſſume ir by di- 
vine right, nor clog it with impoſitions that are un- 
ſcriptural. And to ſpeak the plain truth, preſidents a- 
mong presbyters were all the biſho which the church 


had for ſeveral ages, even afier ſome difference was 
brought in between biſhops and presbyters: Nor did 
they any farther differ than Rectors of Pariſh-Churches 
and their Aſſiſtant Curates, as Mr. Boſe, has proved 
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[ rhink — in his _— Account of the Anct- 
ent Epi „in the time of Clement, Ipnatius, Irene- 
u, 9 Ferem, and the reſt of the farhers . 
After that biſhops were diſtinguiſned in the church 
from presbyrers, they for fome time were no more 
than the ſenior paſtors of ſingle congregations, thar 
claimed only a primacy of order in the council of preſ- 
byters, and firſt laid on their hands in ordination. And 
ſuperiority of biſhops _— was not gene- 
rally eſteemed a ſuperiority of order and office ; and 
it was aſcribed to no higher original than human con- 
ſtirution, by Ferom, Auſtin, Chryſaſtom, Theodoret, Sedu- 
lius, Primaſius, and Ambroſe among the ancients, as 
well as by Cranmer F and others among our firſt res 
formers. 


AND in fact, presbyters have ordained as well as 
biſhops. Eutychius patriarch of Alexandria, who floy- 
riſned about rhe year 933, gives us an account that 
St, Mark ſetting up Ananias ro be, patriarch of that 
church, eſtabliſhed twelve presbyters with him +, to 
the end, ſays he, that when the See ſhould become 
vacant, it ſhould be filled by one of them, and that 
dhe eleven that remained ſhould lay their hands on him 
and bleſs and create the patriarch: And thar after- 
wards they ſhould chooſe and make another presbyrer 
in his room, that ſo the number of twelve might re, 
main always complete. And St. Ferom who was more 
ancient than Eutychius, tells us, that in the church of 
Alexandria, down from St. Mark the evangeliſt, untq 
the biſhops Heraclas and Den, the presbyrers always 
took out one from among themſelves, whom they placed 
in the higheſt ſeat, and called bim biſhop : After ths 
ſame manner ſays he, as an army makes an empe- 
rour ; or as if the deacons ſhould chooſe one our of 
themſelves, and call him their archdeacon. cy 
alſo relates a ſtory of a certain young man named 
Daniel, who lived among hy monks of Egypt, we” 
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the year 420, who was firſt ordained deacon, and af. 
terwards presþyter, by his abbor called Paphnuiw , 
who was himſelf but a presbyter . And Baronius tells 
us after Anaſtaſius , that after the death of pope Vi- 
1 0 in the year 555 Pelagius his Succeſſor received 
is ordination at the hands of two biſhops and a preſ- 
byter of Oſtia, named Andrew. Which ſhews that even 
then, presbyters were not wholly excluded from the 
right of ordination. Nor were they abſolutely exclud- 
in the th century, fince we learn from Bede's hi- 
ſtory, that the monks and presbyters in the Ile of Hy 


in Scotland, ordained presbyters or biſhops and ſent 
them into England. | 


Den. Sherlcck not diſputing this fact, ſays, || Thar 
the church of Rome allows the ordination of abbots 
ſovereign, who are only presbyters, to be both valid 
and regular t. Bur Bp. Floyd of Worceſter I diſowns 
the fact, and poſitively aſſerts, thar the ſenſe of Bede 
is miſtaken, and ghar what the Saxon Chronicle has 
about this matter is a late addition. And yet as zea- 
lous as that great man is to confute this which he 
calls the modern fiction of a Scottiſh ordination by 
presbyters, which, he ſays, being formed by popiſ monks 
for the honour F their way, has been catched up by 
ſome amongſt us, to give a colour of antiquity to 
their innovations, he yer it ſeems could with great 
parience bear abbeſſes electing monks to be ordained, 
and giving them a miſſion to go forth upon the work 


of the miniſtry, and ſitting in Synods, (which certainly 


is a much greater innovation than that which. he in- 
veighs againſt) and diſcover no reſentment or uneaſi- 
neſs ||] which I think deſerves obſervation, And al- 


rer 
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* Caffiani Collat. 4. cap, 1. f Anaſtaſ. de vit. Pon- 
tif. pag. 53. + Bed. Hiſt. Eccl. Gent. Angl. Lib. 3. 
| Vindic. of ſome Prot. Princ. pag. 102. ff Abbas fi 
eſt Presbyter, conferre poteſt Ordinem Clericalem. De- 
crer. Greg. Lib. 1. Tit. 14. c. 11. Innocent. 3. 74 Hi- 
ſtorical Account of Church Government, as it was in 
Great-Britain and Ireland when they firſt received the 
Chriſtian Religion. See pag. 179, 171, 172. 
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ter all, there is no ſuch evidence, either that there 


was a biſhop conſtantly reſident at Hy, or chat they 
that were ſent out of Scotland into Engl e or- 
dained by that biſnop, as the aſſurance with which 
biſhop Floyd affirms it, would have led us to have ex- 
pectedꝰ. And Sir James Dalrymple , who was no 
conremptib'e antiquary, ſtill aflerts, that Aidan's ordi- 
nation at Fcolmkil, muſt have been by presbyters and 
not by bithops. I 


Bur tho' we ſhould entirely drop theſe ſcottiſh 


ordinations, we have good evidence that fince the 
time referred ro with reſpect ro them, the Lollards 4 
here in England, and the Vaudois in Piedmont ||, (thoſe 
genuine remains of the primitive chriſtians) had no 
miniſters among them, bur whar were ordained by 
mere presbyrers. And upon the whole, I think we 
may juſtly conclude, that the laying on of hands in 
ordination, is a right that originally belongs to preſ- 
byters as ſuch; and that they cannot be altogether de- 


prived of it by human conſtitution; and that no ec- 


cleſiaſtical canons, or civil laws, can hinder that right 
from remaining annexed to their, office, or deprive 


them of making uſe of ir, when the neceſſities of the 


Church require them ſo to. do- 


I T is therefore much to be lamented, that we ſhould 
have any among us that ſhould run ſuch a length, as 
to own no church, no miniſtry, no ſacraments, no ſal- 
vation, without epiſcopal ordination, in their confined 
ſenſe. I will here give you the words of Monſieur 
Claude, who was perhaps as great a man as moſt that 
the reformed Churches were ever blefled with. To ſpeak 
my thoughts, ſays he, it ſeems to me, that this confi- 
dent opinion, of the abſolute neceſſity of epiſcopacy, that 
owns no church, or call, or miniſtry, or facraments, or 


ſalvation 


— 


* See Mr. Owen's Plea for Scripture Ordination. pag. | 
153, 154. Collections concerning the Scott) 

Hiſtory. pag. 86. 4 Walſing. Hiſt. Ang. ad An. 
yp p. 3 39. Perrin. Hiſt. of Waldenſ. L. z, 
Iz. p. 2. a 
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ſalvation in the world, where there are no epiſcopal or; 
dinations, altho there ſhould be the true doctrine, the 
ue faith and picty there, which would makes all religion 
depend upin a formality, and on ſuch a formality as is 
* no other than human inſtitution, cannot be loc 
upon other wiſe, than as the worſk eh racter and mark of 
the higheſt hypoc iſß; a piece of Phariſaiſm all over: And 
F cannot avid having at leaſt a contempt of thoſe kind 
of thcughts an a compaſſion for thoſe that fill their 
beads with them. | the rather cite this worthy di- 
vine in ths caſe, becauſe time has been, when he 
has been pompouſly produced in oppolition to the 
Engliſh diſſente's. 1 would hope indeed, that the 
number of men of this high principle is by this time 
on the decreaſing hand; and that there are not fo 
many tha: condemn the diſſenting miniſtry, as there 
bas ſomerimes been. And yer | have ſome things to 
offer to the conſideration of ſuch as are ſtill inclined 
that way, and of others alſo who have leſs affection 
for us than they ought ro have, rho' they don't run 
their length : And I ſhall propoſe them promiſcuoully, 
leaving it to you to make your own uſe of the hints 
given, as opportunities may preſent. | 


LE r it then be conſidered, That they that appear 
to be ſer againſt us that are Diſſenters, are much more 
ſevere upon us, than either our principle or our 
remper will allow us ro be upon them ; or than we 
can perceive the rule of doing as we would be done 
_ unto would juſtify, As canonical as they pretend to 
be in their proceedings, we want not for objections 
ainſt their ordinations, if the canons be regarded f. 
7⁰ us we muſt own it appears a little too aſſuming, 
for their ordainers to pretend to fay to thoſe on 
whom they lay hands, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Nay, 
if we were ſo diſpoſed, we could make more ob- 
jections than they could eaſily anſwer, againſt a 
number of thole whom they ordain, both as to their 
| intellectuals 


das 2 * * 
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Defence of the Reformation, part 4. p. 97. 
* See Owen's Plea for Scripture Ordination. pag. 162, 
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intellectnals and morals; and alſo againſt their com- 
mon way of managing their examinations, and let- 
ters teſtimonial, and other particulars; (and it is 
ſcarce poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe with any that 
have but read biſhop Burnet's Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral 
Care;) And yet we are far from condemning them 
in the lump, as they too commonly do by us. We 
freely own their miſſion, if they are but ſuitably qua. 
lified ; we heartily rejoyce in their uſefulneſs ; we bid 
them God-ſpeed ; and as truly pray for their ſucceſs 
as for our own. 


Leer it be farther conſidered, many of theſe 
gentlemen nor a little expoſe themſelves and religion 
too, by laying their main ſtreſs under the head 
of orders, on a thing which they never can prove, 
and that is, an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from the days 
of the apoſtles. This ſucceſſion has in fact been oft 
interrupted ; and yet they talk of it with as much 
aſſurance, as if nothing were more plain and evident. 
Perſons that obſerve this, are naturally the leſs apt 
to regard them in any thing elſe that they advance; 
and I doubt fome are driven into ſcepticiſm, and ſhaken 
in their foundations. This is very unhappy, and the 
more ſo, becauſe it may upon good grounds be af- 
ſerted, that upon this principle, it is not poſſible for 
any miniſter that is, to know himſelf, or for another 
o know him, to be a true miniſter of Iæsus CRAIST. 
Religion cannot but ſuffer by ſuch things as theſe. 


W1rHrarlr; when theſe unkind brethren of qurs, 
take a liberty to run-down us that are diſſenters, and 
make our miſſion contemptible, they ſeem quite to 
forget what is neceſſary to the defending of their own 
miſſion, in oppoſition ro thoſe of the church of Rome. 
When it is objected againſt them by the papiſts, that 
they have not the inferior orders of ſubdeacons, acolyths, 
exorciſts, readers and porters, all the anſwer they have 
to return is, That theſe were only of eccleſiaſtical in- 
fiirution v. And when they object againſt us, that 

we 

" Burnet's Preſace to his ce of the Ordiuations 0) 
©ur;h of England. n 4 
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we have not ſuperior biſhops; we make the very ſame 
anſwer, and ſay, Br are only of — 
inſtitution, and we meet not with them in Scripture. 
Now if their anſwer be ſufficient, ours muſt be ſo too; 
which they ſeem altogether to forget. Biſhop Burnet 
ſpeaking of the objection which Bonner made againſt 
the ordinations of the Church of England in the days 
of Q. Elizabeth, is forced to bring in a diſtinction, 
between the validity of ordinations, as they are ſacred 
performances, and as they are legal attions, with rela- 
tion to the national conſtitution *. And if this di- 
ſtinction will bring them off, (as TI muſt own I think 
it will) it will do us equal ſervice The papiſts 
as much run-down their miſſion as they can do 
ours; and tell them that their miniſters have no call, 
no ordination. no ſucceſſion : And methinks their meet- 
ing with ſuch treatment themſelves, ſhould learn them 
ro treat others with more candor. 


Ax p yet it is eaſy to be obſerved. that they are 
commonly more favourable ro the papiſts than they 
are to us, notwithſtanding that they know we ſo en- 
tirely agree with them, in the ſame rule and articles 
of faith, and the ſame ſubſtantials of worſhip ; where- 
by they give to them who ſo widely difter from them 
both in faith and worſhip, great matter of boaſting. 
This is plain from their ordatning afreſh thoſe that 
were ordained among us, when they go over to them ; 
whereas if any can prove their being in orders in the 
church of Rome, no farther ordination is inſiſted on, 
upon their coming over to the church of England. 
This is touched on with a great appearance of farit- 
faction, by Abbot Renaudot in the Memorial he pub- 
liſhed about the ordinations of our Eng/iſh church t, 
which he intirely nullified ; which Memorial is an- 
ſwered, in the late Diſſertation on the Validity of the 
Ordinations of the Engliſh, which J mentioned 5 

61 ore. 
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* See Burnet on the XXXIX Articles. p. 377. . 
+ Voyez le Livre de M. L'Abbè Gould, intit. La ver- 
table Croyance de PEgliſe Cathalique, &e. imprime a Ps 
chez J. B. Coignard. Edit. de 1720. pag. 183. 


ſore. This abbot in the laſt article of his Memorial 
expreſſes himſelf thus: But, ſays he, it i remarkable, 
— the very Jame reproaches that we. caſt. on thel, 
gentlemen, , (meaning thoſe of the Church of Eng! 
en the head ef the nullity of their ordinations, they 
caſt on the French Calviniſts, ſince they allow nat their 
miniſters to preach 4 them, nor diſcharge am orber 
eccleſiaſtical fundtion, they are ordained anew, as 
% hehe alehows ems Swan fi 
he, take the ſame method with the apoſtare Tb \ 4 
monks of the catholick church, 1 the chur 
Rome) whom they receive with.j joy, and with mm 
without ordaining them.. anew provided. they Hey 090 

their orders in good form. | This As the abbot obſ⸗ ſeen 
is remarkgble indeed, and we have as much reaſon 
to rake notice of it as he: But then at the ſame. 

ir is very, ſhameful, and ſcandalous. Shall 2 . — 
come as miniſters. from ns {worn enemies of the. Re- 
formation be .owned, d they that are ordained 


miniſters among en. be diſowned ? | Shall 2 ſr: 


that ſrring our Joins of. Antichriſt, 
name the Homilies give to 4 pe) be paar 2. 
they that had hands laid on r 55 faithful Goſpe * 
miniſters in the mean time be rejected? This, — 
thinks does not diſcoyer any great zeal. for truth, pus 
rity, or reformation: This is the ready way to cut 
ourſelves off from the bod 7 of che foreign proteſtonts, 
to the aan — of Fo 1 intent upon inte 
ling the northern her mnoitdat 1 


Ir is meckinks” 4 lirtle band. hat the ae, — 


perſons condemned as  hereticks, of . arians, me = 


neftoriens, pelagigns, eutychians, , an d monochelites „ 
haye been 1 ng "owned Jn. the Church , ö 
chey retained the eſſentials of ordination, 


"—_ as worle than . 2 of them: Lich far ny 20 : 


Fox molt bigoged papsſts to meet wi probariqn, 
and ours in the _— to be L as far as 


we can perceive, neicher ſhews. judgment nor candour, a 


prudence nor . 0 in thoſe, e | 
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mentioned, ler them pretend what they will, they ap. 
pear not to have that true value for faith, and pier, 
and real religion, that would become them. if 

eatefully obſerve them, we may perceive that many 
of them while they ftrain at a gnat can yet ſwallow 
a camel. Thus the author of the Regale & Pontifi 
cate, 4 as concerned as if all his religion was 
going, if an ace was to be abated in the uninterrupt. 
ed ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, which ſeems to have 
been a funda point with him: And yet he 
could take no ſmall pleaſure in the thoughts of 2 
fancied union with the Gallican Church, tho' it muft 
have had the worſhip of images, and the doctrine 
of tranſubſtantiation, and other errors and impurities 
Attending it. And our famous Mr. Dodwel! with all 
his learning, while he left thoſe that were not within 
his peculinm, and could not ce his Shibboleth 
to che uncovenanted mercy of Gov, ſtood up for an 
immorralizing ſpirit conferred in Baptiſm, and fo left 
che reſt of mankind, to ftand upon a level with the 
beaſts that periſh. 1 


; tho' I am too ſenſibly convinced, 
that che Diſſenters are far from being ſo good as 
they ſhould be, and 1 could wiſh they had not loſt 
much of that ſpirit of piery, for which they from 
whom they ſpring were ſo eminent and remarkable, 
er I am intirely of opinion that had they failed, and 
had not a ſucceſſion of well-qualified miniſters been 
kept up among them, real religion would have fut- 
fered very conſiderably all over the land, and I am 
very well farisfied I am far from being fingular in 
chat ſentiment, Had we had no miniſters among u, 
bur thoſe of the Eſtabliſbed Church, tis with me paſt 
queſtion, we had long e're this pretty generally bid 
adieu to afternoon ſermons ; nay, for ought 1 know, 


| Homilies might have bid fair for the thruſting ou 


— , and reading of prayers might by this time 
ve been the-only rin vice in many of our 
churches; and ſeeking after preferment would al 
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ligion, and the ſalvation of che ſotils 17 


And 
if the Diſſenters have in this dag of pre- 


ſervarive, and the publick has the 
they deſerve thanks, and a little 
chat have the intereſt of religion at 


BU r hy ſhould men that in hit den d 
themſelves much their improvements r 
thoſe * — before them, in ſacred matters, 
(which if they have any — in them, are 
the moſt momentous of ot ay a ficeſs upon reed 
niceries, to the negl greater matters! 
Biſhop Burnet _ ke 3 true — of 4 
Church, r e ty of her Doctrine, and the con- 
femity of her Faith with that which. Cant 7 2 
his Apoſtles taught. And he adds, That in ts 
the Scriptures are clear and plain, to every one r 
wil read and conſider them ſincerely. and now 
judice . And indeed the thing Ae or for ire 


Certainly it much more concerns 
value their ſouls, to be farisfied ar tha ih 
preached to them is truly the word of ha 
that they by whom it is 
apart to the miniſterial office with an 
formaliry. If a man was ordained 
_— in the univerſe, nay, by the 
1 if be brought another goſpel 
'whic we have received from CHRIS T 
diſciples, whoever it was that ſent him we ſhould 
have no reaſon to regard * N might n 
ably turn our — „ and 
St. Paul's caution wou — bear Gal. i. 8. 
us our. Whereas if a man was ordain- ws 


an, 


from thok 


ed bur by inferiour miniſters,” if it be the real G03. 5 


ſpel of Cx RIS Ir which he e it N be 
e [ho 
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E n have evet 
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1 us, who with open arms receive arian. 


hal: ag | veredinghe acred ** they oppoſe 
1 Cor, iu. ir ; if wich gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones, 
11 intermix wood, bay, and ſtubble, 

ly acl _phich is the way of too many, they 


have no ar therein to require our regard: 
But if it be ah that they deliver, tho' perhaps 


| api the way that might to us be, the moſt agree- 


we ſhould do. well to conſider that ſaying of our 
SAvIQUR'S that I have touched * W He that 


; not A us, is for , ms. 


| "Can. any thing of mat died, in nga be. more 

eleſs, than for, men to lay more ſtreſs on the cha- 
racter 'of the ordainers, chan the qualiſications of 
the. ordained *, and yet this is done by a number 


pelagians if. epiſcopally ordained, while they re- 

ject the moſt orchodex, and. beſt qualified perſons that 

are, if. ordained by presbyters. Let it be counted 
er ſo ſtrange, it is yer. a great truth, that there are 

to be met wich that are of ſuch a temper., 

x if a man has. had. only presbyterian ordination, 

” hit be ever ſo well furniſhed, ever ſo faichful i in 

the . diſcharge. of his 2 or ever ſo. careful that it 

is truth. as he delivers, they will yer run him down 


28 1 uſi po es and all, his adminiſtrations ſhall with 
a 


and void, meerly becauſe he had not a 
jeg io to lay 55 upon him when he was or- 
fs $a the other hand, let a man be 


9 ſo deficien; in his, qualifications, ever ſo weak 
in his intellectuals, wt n in his life, the hands 


of a ;prelare having - be BP on his head, males 
amieads for all; gs fe be courted and careſſed, 
and, all his adminiſtrations - reliſhed 7 1 > pa 


This, is unaccountable ! And it is e to ſup- 
poſe. that a ſuperiour biſhop dr wor bel lire of real 
reli in 1 8 (which may ſometimes prove the 
cal 9 ſhould have 1 in his power, to keep one from 
who of the number of the miniſters of J=+vs Cun1st, 
1 the Spiair with excellent mini- 


ind pia tho he devotes himſelf to that 
5 — is ſolemnly ſet apart for it: Or that 
he have power 1 to make 2 miniſter of A: 

| rerſon, 
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:{on, that was never deſigned by G for that of- 
E is plain by his not being furniſhed with 
ſuitable abilities for it, or not being diſpoſed in ſuc 
2 manner as to be any way likely to prove a credit 
to ir. Theſe are ſuch groſs abſurdiries, that it is real- 
ly an amazing thing, chby ſnould ever be admi 
by men of common ſenſe. And it were no difficult 
thing ro reckon up a great my more, to which 
{ach ſort of notions are expoſed, but that 1 think 
it needleſs, and have already exceeded bounds. 


Fox a cloſe of all then, I move, that we ſhould 
beartily beg of Gop to diffuſe wildom and a bet” 
ter ſpirit among us on all hands. Let us (my bre- 
thren) take heed of running into any of the faults we 
condemn others for. Let us, both miniſters and peo- 
ple, be ſatisſied wich defending and clearing our own' 
miſſion, and evidencing that it is truth that is ' publiſhed 
and owned among, us, without cenfuring or condemning: 
our brethren. Should any of them preach Chriſt: of” envy 
and ſtrife ; ſhould they take pleaſure in defaming aud 
reproaching us, and ever and anon fill their diſcourſes 
with ſpleen and birrerneſs, ſeeking to turn the hearts 
of the people againſt us and our miniſtry, let us not 
return them like for like: But let us on the contrary 
imitate St. Paul, in rejoicing that Chriſt 

1 preached. here moſt certainly is Phil. i. 13. 
room enough for any that are willing 17. 

to rake pains ro demoliſh the ſtrong- _ | 
holds of ſatan, and promote the Intereſt of ſerious 

piety. No hands can well be pared. | 
For the harveft truly is great, but abe Luke x. 2. 
Labourers are few in proportion. Let us 

therefore do our endeavour to ſtrengthen their hands 
in their ſervice, tho they ſhould do what they can to 
weaken ours. Let us provoke them to K 

love and to good works. And tho' three Heb. x. 24. 
molt glorious opportunities for a coali- 

tion of the church and difſenters have been moſt un- 
happily loſt, I mean the time of the Reſtoration, the 
dilcovery of the Popiſh Plot, and the Revolution, yer 
ler us lire in hope, chat a time yet may come, when 


an 
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1 - an uniting and healing ſpirit may prevail: And let ug | 
42 do what we can to promote it by our prayers. '2 
| Ap in the mean while, let us take whar care we 

Big can that vital religion may not-ſuffer by our dif. 
{18 ferences. Let us purſue truth, purity, and love, with 
118 an equal ardour. Let us remember, 
. 1 Foh. iv. 8. that Cop 3s Love, and carry it as per- 


| Vi | ſons fully ſatisfied that they that have 
| 4 3 the trueſt, the moſt generous, and the moſt extenfiva 
| * love, have the moſt of Gop in them. And then, tho? | 
1 it ſhould ſo fall our that our eyes ſhould be cloſed by | 

i} death, and we be laid in the duſt with our fathers; 

|; befere our prayers for a deſirable accommodation are 


| 
| anſwered ; we might depend upon meeting not only: | 
| thoſe that were faithful, who acted upon the ſame. 
principles with ourſelves, but as many alſo of thoſe of 
different ſentiments, - as loved the Lord Jzsus Carrsr: © 
in fincerity, in the bleſſed life above, in which there 
will: be nothing like claſhing or interfering, bur perfe& : 
| ; union, love and harmony will reign for ever and 
/ ever. A n | 14 
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| Ax Dp wo Gon of bis infinite mercy, bring 
| 225 us all ſafe to the happy and gt orious ce" 
leſtial world, through the merits and in- 
| ; terceſſion of our Bleſſed REDEEMER, | 
who with the FATHER and the E- 
| ternal SPIRIT, liveth and reigneth, © 
| ; one GOD, thrugh Everlaſting Ages; 
i} „Amen. 6 
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